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At  the  meeting  of  the  STATE  COUNCIL  OF  POLITICAL 
REFORM,  held  in  Tiveddle  Hall,  at  Albany,  on  the  VUk 
and  13 th  days  of  April,  1870,  the  Committee  on 
Endowment  and  Support,  by  The  State  op 
Sectarian  Institutions,  presented  the  follow^ 
ing  Report  and  Resolutions,  ivliich  were 
by  the  Council  unanimously  adopted . 


REPORT : 

In  governments  like  ours,  one  of  tlie  first  and  highest 
duties  of  the  State  is  to  take  care  that  every  child  is  educated 
sufficiently  to  qualify  him  to  discharge  the  duties  of  a  citizen 
of  the  Republic. 

Aristotle  taught  that  the  education  of  youth  ought  to  have 
the  principal  part  of  the  Legislators’  attention. 

The  founders  of  our  Government  fully  appreciated  this. 

Congress,  in  the  Ordinance  of  1787,  enacts  that 

“  Schools  and  the  means  of  education  shall  be  forever  en¬ 
couraged.” 

Washington,  in  his  first  message  to  Congress,  said  : 

Knowledge  in  every  country  is  the  surest  basis  of  public 
Happiness.  To  the  security  of  a  free  constitution  it  con¬ 
tributes  by  convincing  those  who  are  entrusted  with  the  public 
administration,  that  every  valuable  end  of  government  is  best 
answered  by  the  enlightened  confidence  of  the  people  ;  and  by 
teaching  the  people  themselves  to  know  and  value  their  own 
rights,  to  discern  and  provide  against  invasions  of  them. 
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In  liis  farewell  address  lie  says  : 

Promote  as  an  object  of  primary  importance,  institutions  for 
the  general  diffusion  of  knowledge. 

Tliomas  Jefferson  says : 

A  system  of  general  instruction  which  shall  reach  every 
description  of  our  citizens,  from  the  richest  to  the  poorest,  as  it  was 
the  earliest  so  it  shall  be  the  latest  of  all  public  concerns  in 
which  I  shall  permit  myself  to  take  an  interest.  Give  it  to  us 
in  any  shape,  and  receive  for  the  inestimable  boon,  the  thanks 
of  the  young  and  the  blessings  of  the  old. 

John  Jay  says  : 

The  importance  of  Common  Schools  is  best  estimated  by  the 
good  effects  of  them  where  they  most  abound  and  are  best  regulated. 

Benjamin  Rush  says : 

Establish  and  support  Public  Schools  in  every  part  of  the  State. 

DeWitt  Clinton  says  : 

A  general  diffusion  of  knowledge  is  the  precursor  and  pro¬ 
tector  of  Republican  Institutions  ;  and  in  it  we  must  confide  as 
the  conservative  power  that  will  watch  our  own  liberties  and 
guard  them  against  fraud,  intrigue,  corruption  and  violence.  I 
consider  the  system  of  our  Common  Schools  as  the  paladium  of  our 
freedom. 

Chancellor  Kent  says : 

The  parent  who  sends  his  son  into  the  world  uneducated, 

defrauds  the  community  of  a  lawful  citizen,  and  bequeaths  to  it  a 
nuisance. 

Milton  uttered  this  great  truth  : 

To  make  the  people  fittest  to  choose,  and  the  chosen  fittest  to 
govern,  we  must  teach  the  people. 

Lord  Brougham,  speaking  of  the  strength  and  defence  of  the 
English  government,  said  : 

The  schoolmaster  is  abroad,  and  I  trust  to  him,  armed  with  his 
primer. 

Guizot,  Minister  of  Public  Instruction  in  France,  said  : 

Universal  education  is  henceforth  one  of  the  guarantees  of  lib¬ 
erty  and  social  stability.  As  every  principle  of  our  government 
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is  founded  on  justice  and  reason,  to  diffuse  education  among 
the  people,  to  develop  their  understandings,  and  enlighten 
their  minds,  is  to  strengthen  their  constitutional  government, 
and  secure  its  stability. 

Horace  Mann,  the  great  apostle  of  popular  education  in 
this  country,  says  : 

For  augmenting  the  aggregate  amount  of  intelligence  and 
mental  power  in  any  community,  the  grandest  instrumentality 
ever  yet  devised  is  the  institution  of  Common  Schools.  The  Com¬ 
mon  School  realizes  all  the  facts  or  fables,  Avhichever  they 
may  be,  of  the  divining  rod.  It  tries  its  experiments  over  the 
whole  surface  of  society,  and  wherever  a  buried  fountain  of 
genius  is  flowing  in  the  darkness  below,  it  brings  it  above  and 
pours  out  its  waters  to  fertilize  the  earth. 

Under  the  magic  touch  of  the  Common  School,  Shermans 
rise  from  the  shoemaker’s  bench,  Beechers  from  the  black¬ 
smith’s  anvil,  Bowditchs  and  Franklins  from  the  soap  chand¬ 
ler’s  and  tallow  chandler’s  shops,  and  a  new  galaxy  shines  forth 
over  all  the  firmament  of  genius. 

Education  in  a  republic  must  be  universal,  the  ivhole  land  must 
be  watered  with  the  streams  of  knowledge. 

All  admit  that  education  is  essential  to  the  intelligent  exer¬ 
cise  in  a  free  country  of  the  rights  of  citizenship,  and  to  the 
preservation  of  our  free  and  tolerant  government  :  hence  the 
American  doctrine  that  the  State  owes  an  education  to  all  its  chil¬ 
dren  as  an  obligation,  and  not  a  charily,  and  each  child  has  a  right 
to  demand  from  the  State  a  generous  and  unsectarian  secular 
education,  such  as  shall  ft  him  to  be  a  citizen  of  a  free  and  tolerant 
republic. 

Since  1867  this  obligation  has  been  recognized  and  fulfilled 
"by  the  State  of  New  York. 

All  property  subject  to  taxation  is  taxed  for  the  Common 
Schools,  and  the  money  distributed  according  to  the  number 
of  children.  The  estate  of  the  childless  millionaire  contributes 
its  due  proportion  to  make  intelligent  citizens  of  the  children 
of  his  penniless  neighbor.  The  accumulated  wealth  of  the 
Metropolis,  drawn  from  every  corner  of  the  State,  helps  sup¬ 
port  Primary  Schools  in  the  poorest  and  least  favored  towns. 
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In  every  country,  as  in  Prussia,  Switzerland,  and  tlie  United 
States,  where  the  State  assumes  this  obligation,  intelligence 
and  prosperity  increase ;  while  on  the  other  hand,  in  every 
country,  where  secular  education  has  been  left  to  the  church, 
or  to  voluntary  contributions,  as  in  Italy,  Spain,  and  Mexico, 
ignorance,  bigotry  and  oppression,  political  and  religious,  de¬ 
gradation,  poverty  and  misery  among  the  masses,  prevails. 

American  Liberty  says  to  her  children  :  “  Come  all  ye  who 
thirst  for  knowledge  and  drink,  free  of  cost,  at  the  Public 
Fountains  of  intellectual  health.”  But  “No,”  says  European 
and  Theocratic  Despotism,  “thirst  on,  until  I  can  poison  the 
fountains  with  Sectarian  bigotry,  or  if  the  State  will  not  allow 
me  to  poison  them  all,  it  must  at  least  set  off  to  me  a  part  of 
the  public  money,  that  I  may  build  fountains  dedicated  te 
Sectarian  Hate.”  Years  ago  we  had  Sectarian  Schools  in 
New  York  City,  and  boys  of  the  Schools  of  one  sect  amused 
themselves  by  pounding  those  of  another  sect.  Boys  soon 
become  men,  and  prejudices  of  the  School-room  become  ruling' 
principles  of  manhood.  Germany  at  one  time  had  only  Sec¬ 
tarian  Schools,  and  she  reaped  a  full  harvest  of  Sectarian 
thistles  and  thorns  in  a  terrible  thirty  years'  religious  roar. 

The  founders  of  our  Government  read  history,  and  they 
guarded  us  effectually  from  Religious  wars  by  excluding  any 
form  of  Religion  entirely  from  affairs  of  State.  Our  Gov¬ 
ernment  recognizes  the  perfect  right  of  every  one  to  have 
wdiatever  religion  he  pleases,  or  none  at  all  if  he  wishes,  and 
protects  him  in  the  peaceful  enjoyment  of  that  right.  Beyond 
this  it  cannot  go.  It  has  no  power  to  teach  the  tenets  of  any 
sect,  and  has  no  right  to  appropriate  public  property  or 
public  money  to  any  sect. 

But  we  have  a  very  respectable  body  of  citizens,  most  of 
them  not  bom  in  this  country,  but  led  by  a  highly  cultivated 
priesthood,  neai’ly  all  of  whom  were  educated  under  a  foreign 
theocratic  despotism,  who  demand  the  destmction  of  our 
American  System  of  free  Non-Sectarian  Common  Schools,  and 
the  substitution  of  the  Sectarian  Charity  System  of  Italy.  As 
an  entering  wedge  to  bring  about  this  revolution,  they  demand 
from  the  Public  Treasury,  money  to  support  their  Church 
Schools ;  and  corruption  in  high  places  has  granted  their 
request. 
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They  admit  that  our  Public  Schools  give  an  excellent  secular 
education  ;  but  they  complain  that  they  cannot  enter  there  and 
teach  at  public  expense  the  peculiar  doctrines  and  practices  of 
their  sect.  Hence  and  hence  only  their  complaint,  and  their 
coarse  denunciation  of  our  Pree  Schools  as  coming  from  the 
devil. 

We  cannot  yield  one  jot  or  one  tittle  of  their  demand,  for  it 
involves  a  principle  to  us  sacred  and  vital.  It  means  the  Union 
of  Church  and  State. 

It  is  a  fundamental  principle  of  our  whole  civil  polity  to  keep 
Church  and  State  entirely  separate — a  principle  incorporated 
into  our  National  Constitution,  and  also  into  every  one  of  our 
State  constitutions. 

It  is  our  profound  conviction  that  the  sacred  interests  of 
religion,  of  conscience  and  of  domestic  peace,  require  this  separa¬ 
tion  to  be  strict  and  perpetual. 

The  moment  the  State  takes  under  its  protection  any  church 
by  appropriating  public  money  or  property  to  the  uses  or  sup¬ 
port  of  that  church,  or  the  teaching  of  its  peculiar  tenets  or 
practices,  it  in  that  act  and  to  that  extent,  unites  State  and 
Church,  and  establishes  a  principle  that  revolutionizes  our 
whole  political  and  religious  system,  and  brings  back  upon  us 
the  spiritual  tyranny  that  the  founders  of  our  country  tied  from 
England  and  France  to  escape.  The  union  of  Church  and 
State,  in  all  ages  and  in  all  countries,  has  led  to  oppression  and 
bloodshed. 

The  sect  that  seek  the  destruction  of  our  Common  Schools 
have  entrenched  themselves  in  New  York  City.  Their  Bishop, 
forty  years  ago,  demanded  a  part  of  the  School  money.  It  was 
refused.  Ten  years  later  the  demand  was  renewed  with  a  like 
result.  He  then  came  to  Albany,”  fixed  ”  the  Govenor  and  lead¬ 
ing  politicians,  and  went  before  the  Legislature  for  a  law  to 
compel  New  York  City  to  let  his  church  into  the  city  treasury. 
The  Legislature,  with  almost  unanimity,  rejected  his  proposal. 

Then  the  plan  of  attack  upon  the  Public  Schools  was  altered. 
Church  charitable  institutions,  many  of  which  were  sectarian 
schools  in  disguise,  were  started,  and  public  money  from  City  and 
State  was  obtained  from  year  to  year  to  support  them.  Finally, 
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last  year,  a  bill  was  reported  in  the  Legislature  to  appropriate 
some  $200,000  of  public  money,  directly  to  sectarian  institutions 
by  name.  The  bill  was  rejected.  Then  fraud  and  deceit  were 
resorted  to,  and  Section  10  was  secretly  smuggled  into  the  New 
York  City  tax  levy  at  the  last  moment  of  the  session,  which 
takes  over  $200,000  a  year  out  of  our  public  treasury,  and  gives 
it  to  a  few  useless  sectarian  schools  ;  useless  because  the  Free 
Non-Sectarian  Public  Schools  of  the  City  already  amply  provided 
for  all  the  children. 

The  enormity  of  this  legislation  led  us  to  investigate,  and  to 
our  astonishment  we  found  that,  aided  by  this  statute  and  a  city 
government  controlled  by  one  religious  sect,  more  than  half  a 
million  of  dollars  annually  of  the  public  money  of  the  City  of 
New  York  is  abstracted  from  the  city  treasury  and  given  to  cer¬ 
tain  Churches,  and  Church  and  Sectarian  Schools ;  thus  uniting 
Church  and  State,  and  making  the  State  support  the  Church. 

Besides  this  we  found  that  a  single  sect  had  obtained  from 
the  city  government  more  than  three  millions  of  dollars’  worth 
of  public  property,  and  applied  it  to  sectarian  uses. 

These  startling  discoveries  show  that  a  new,  a  foreign,  a  des¬ 
potic,  a  destructive  principle  has  crept  into  our  legislation, 
State  and  Municipal ;  a  principle  so  fatally  poisonous  that  un¬ 
less  speedily  uprooted,  it  will  soon  reach  every  town,  destroy 
our  Free  Common  Schools,  control  legislative  bodies,  establish 
a  State  Church,  and  bring  upon  us  the  ignorance,  corruption, 
and  alternate  anarchy  and  despotism,  with  which  it  has  cursed 
Italy,  Spain  and  Mexico. 

To  save  our  State  from  that  we  must  first  demand  the  re¬ 
peal  of  all  State  Laws  appropriating  or  authorizing  the  appro¬ 
priation  of  Public  Money  to  sectarian  uses.  Second,  to  secure 
the  future  we  must  effect  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  State  so  as  to  prohibit  any  such  legislation  by  Town,  City, 
or  State. 

BESOLUTIONS  : 

“  Therefore,  Resolved,  That  we  enter  our  emphatic  protest 
against  the  appropriation  of  public  money  or  property,  by 
town,  city,  state  or  national  authorities,  for  the  endowment  or 
support  of  churches,  convents,  sectarian  schools  and  institutions. 


7 


“  Resolved,  That  every  such  appropriation  is  in  fact  a  union 
of  Church  and  State,  a  violation  of  the  sacred  American  prin¬ 
ciples  of  religious  liberty,  and  of  equality  of  all  denominations 
before  the  civil  law ;  principles  which  have  been  the  glory  of 
our  institutions  in  the  past,  and  have  been  illustrated  in  the 
complete  separation  and  independence  of  Church  and  State. 

“  Resolved,  That  any  and  every  religious  sect  which  attempts 
to  support  its  churches,  sectarian  schools,  or  church  charities 
by  the  public  money  raised  by  general  taxation,  or  by  public 
property  is,  by  that  act,  uniting  Church  and  State,  introducing 
sectarian  bitterness  into  politics,  and  deserves  the  condemna¬ 
tion  of  all  good  citizens. 

“  Resolved,  That  every  appropriation  of  public  money  to 
sectarian  schools  is  an  attach  upon  the  free  non-sectarian  public 
schools  of  this  State,  which  schools  noio — with  a  liberality  worthy  a 
great  republic — offer,  free  of  cost,  to  every  child  in  the  State  a 
generous  and  tolerant  education  ;  such  an  education  as  qualifies 
him  for  the  duties  of  citizenship. 

“  Resolved,  That  section  10,  chapter  876  of  the  laws  of  1869, 
relating  to  the  City  of  New  York,  which  in  fact,  though  not  in 
name,  appropriates  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  dollars 
annually  to  a  few  sectarian  schools  in  this  city,  is  unnecessary, 
was  not  called  for  by  the  people,  is  a  violation  of  the  American 
doctrine  of  equal  toleration  and  protection  to  all  religious  sects, 
biit  public  support  to  none,  and  unless  repealed,  will  at  once,  and 
for  the  first  time,  introduce  sectarian  rancor  into  American 
politics,  and  array  at  the  ballot-box  the  Protestants  against 
the  Roman  Catholics. 

“  Resolved,  That  the  Legislature  be  petitioned,  and  is  hereby 
called  upon,  to  repeal  the  said  section  and  all  similar  laws,  and 
to  take  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  vote,  in  order  that  the  people 
may  know  what  members  are  for  the  Free  Schools,  and  what 
members  are  for  a  State  Church,  and  for  turning  education 
over  to  the  bickerings  of  religious  sects. 

“  Resolved,  That  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
State,  absolutely  forbidding  all  appropriations  of  public  money 
or  property  to  the  endowment  or  support  of  religious  or  sec¬ 
tarian  institutions,  is  imperatively  demanded,  and  next  to 
direct  and  immediate  efforts  to  preserve  our  Free  Public 
Schools,  shall  be  a  special  object  of  our  State  organization  for 
Political  Reform.” 

DEXTER  A.  HAWKINS,  New  Yoek, 

Chairman  of  Committee . 
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